
Sentence:  Saved by love, believing in and doing the truth. 
Scripture:  John 3:1-21 Part B Date:  22/02/2026 Name:  Michael Brumpton 
Location:  St George Page:  1 of 19 Bush Disciples 

Let’s pray: 
 
Heavenly Father,  
As we study your word today, 
we approach it with familiarity. 
 
Far from being a familiarity that breeds contempt, 
it’s a familiarity of expectation. 
 
An expectation that: 
as we dwell on Your Word, 
we would be reminded again, 
of the greatest expression of Your love: 
Your Beloved Son, nailed to the cross, 
that we might have life… 
 
Lord, I pray,  
that You would empower me by Your Spirit, 
to proclaim this Word again, 
and that Your Word, would be life-changing, 
to all who hear it. 
 
We pray that, although this is one of the best-known 
and most often heard pieces of Scripture, 
that You would do a new thing in us today. 
 
in Jesus Name, 
Amen. 
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I once heard somebody sum up John 3:16 like this:  I don’t 
know who the original quote was, but I think a lot of preachers 
use it.  It goes like this: 
 
God –  
The greatest subject ever; 
 
So –  
The greatest extent ever; 
 
Loved –  
The greatest affection ever; 
 
The world (Kosmos) –  
The greatest object ever; 
 
That He gave His Only Son –  
The greatest gift ever; 
 
That whoever –  
The greatest opportunity ever; 
 
Is entrusting in Him –  
The greatest commitment ever; 
 
Shall not be destroyed –  
The greatest rescue ever; 
 
But have eternal life –  
The greatest promise ever. 
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Is it any wonder that John 3:16 is one of the best-known and 
most loved parts of the whole Bible.   
 
 
And yet, many who would place this verse among their 
favourites, I suspect, don’t even know that it’s part of the 
conversation that Jesus is having with Nicodemus about being 
“born again”.   
 
And so, I’ve split the message in two,,,,,  but I’ve tried to hold 
the whole Bible reading together, to bring out its full impact…   
 
 
16 “For God so loved…. 
 
Now, usually when we read that, most of us are thinking in 
terms of “so much” – a thing of quantity – how much God 
loves us,,,  But the Greek word used here  Οὕτως ( Houtōs ) , 
everywhere else that word is used in the Gospel of John, it has 
nothing to do with quantity, and it’s to do with “like this” – 
it’s not about “so much” – it’s about “like so”: 
 
And that’s why it’s important for us to hold the whole reading 
together.     
V14&15 said: 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life.  
 
16 “For God [like] so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
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Alright, V16 is saying, “God loves us like this” – lifting His 
Son up, to die on the cross (like so).  Now, having said that, 
when we do consider the way that God loves us (like so), we 
cannot help but marvel also, at the enormity of His love. 
 
 
Now, we are a very individualistic society, so we tend to focus 
on the love that God has for the individual…  But here, we 
realise that God’s love is much greater than that.  God … 
loved the world.  The Greek word is “Kosmos” – it means 
the whole world – every person and all of creation…  The 
Father gave His only Son, to be nailed to the cross.  That is 
how God expressed His love, for the whole world… 
 
 
 
Now, some of you may be offended by this, but I’m going to 
say it anyway: 
 
There are a couple of human doctrines (that some of our 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ hold very dear), that John 3:16 
upends.  One of those doctrines is what’s known as The 
“Limited Atonement”.  It’s a doctrine that says that Jesus 
didn’t die for everyone – He only died for those God chooses 
to save…  But John 3:16 has none of that… 
 
Here we see the grandeur and the beauty and the enormous 
extent and reach of God’s love…  The ghastliness of what 
some claim to be a “Limited atonement” is completely 
overwhelmed by the great Love of God. 
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God so loves the world.  He even loves those who reject His 
Son.  How do we know that God loves them?  How do we 
know that God loves the least lovable person on the face of the 
planet???  Like so.  He sent His only Son, to die on the cross, 
not just for a few/the nice ones,,,, but for the whole world… 
 
 
So, if Jesus died for the whole world, does that mean that 
everyone is saved?  Absolutely not. 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.  
 
Now, as we’ve been working our way through the Gospel of 
John, we very quickly discovered that when it comes to 
“believing”, John always uses a verb (a doing word).  He 
never uses the noun, “faith”.  He always uses the verb, 
“believe”, or “believing”…  You see, for John, “faith” is a 
very active thing.  “Faith” isn’t something you have.  It’s 
something you do/live. 
 
And the Greek word for “believes” is (and I’m sorry for the 
Grammer lesson, but it’s important):  It is a present;  active;  
participle, which means it really should be translated with 
having an “ing” on the end.  A better translation would be:  
that he gave his only Son, that whoever is believing in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
And so, if you believe in the doctrine of “once saved, always 
saved”, you’re going to have a lot of trouble with John 3:16. 
 
The promise isn’t for those who once believed.  It isn’t for 
those who made a commitment when they were teenagers, but 
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then at some point, their belief ceased being a doing word (for 
them), and became a noun that now describes a relic of their 
past… 
 
whoever is believing in him shall not perish 
 
But, what is “believing”?   
 
The whole Gospel of John was written so that we might 
believe, I think every week (so far), we’ve defined, what it 
means to believe.  And we’ll probably keep doing it, because 
“to believe”, is not merely “believing about”.  It is to believe 
“in”.  And so, “believing”, is to entrust one’s-self, into Jesus. 
 
 
And here, we find the beautiful, simplicity of the Gospel…  
“What must I do to be saved?”  Well, here’s a list, and you 
check them off as you go: 

1. break all of your bad habits; 
2. get a hair-cut; 
3. help an old lady across the street; 
4. Save a polar bear; 
5. serve lunch at a soup kitchen  
6. ….  add your preferred good deed here… 

And once you’ve done all these things, you too can be a child 
of God…  
Noooooo!!! 
 
whoever is believing in him 
Whoever is entrusting themselves into Jesus will not perish, 
but have eternal life. 
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Now, we could talk all day, about what it means to entrust 
ourselves to Jesus, but we already covered that last week.  To 
become a Disciple of Jesus – to entrust ourselves into Christ, 
is a transformation so radical, Jesus described it as being born 
again.   
 
This is no little matter.  This is not just adding a bit of Jesus to 
your life… 
 
To be “born again”, is where we leave our old life behind, and 
we leave all of our sins and our strivings behind, and we 
entrust ourselves to Him.  There is no earning of salvation.  
Jesus is the atonement for our sins.  He died on the cross, so 
that we could be saved.  And so, we entrust ourselves, and our 
salvation, in Him. 
 
There is nothing you or I could do, to make ourselves more 
saved.  All we do, is to be believing in him. 
 
 
 
Righto:  I’ve been using the words “saved” and “salvation” 
quite a lot.  What are we saved “from”, and what are we saved 
“to”? 
 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 
To “perish” doesn’t sound too dramatic…  I mean I’ve got an 
old push bike that I’ve now retired, and its tyres are starting 
to perish, but I can pump them up.  They’re still usable… 
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Let me tell you:  there’s nothing minor, about perishing in life.  
The literal meaning is, “to be destroyed” – utter destruction…  
If I was to go through life, and continue to reject Jesus, – if I 
was to depend on myself, and refuse to entrust myself into 
Christ, the only thing that would await me in eternity, is utter 
destruction.   
 
I think of the number of grieving families I’ve spoken with 
over the years, and they’ve tried to console themselves, 
“Grandpappy was a nice man.  Never had any time for God or 
religion, but he did some good things.  He’ll be in heaven for 
sure…”  No he won’t.   
 
Those who are entrusting themselves into Jesus:  They are the 
ones who are saved from utter destruction, not Great 
Grandpappy, who would have nothing to do with Jesus.… 
 
So, what are we saved to? 
  
And oh, this is why “The Gospel” means “Good News”…  
Eternal life.  Eternal life, is a joyous relationship with God 
that begins now, and endures all eternity 
 
 
 
Well there you go.  We’ve managed to cover one verse so far, 
and there’s a few verses to go. 
 
At this point, we begin to encounter the concepts of 
“judgment” and “condemnation”.  And some may find this a 
little bit confusing, because Jesus: 
• hasn’t come to judge; 
• He is the judge;  and 
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• He will come to judge…. 
Which is it?  Well, He’s all of these, at different times. 
 
 
So, let’s talk about judgment: 
 
Our God, is a righteous God – He is a just God.  And because 
He is a God of complete justice, He cannot let evil go 
unpunished… 
 
You see, if God were to let an evil person, continue to do evil 
things, and let him get away with it, and there be no 
consequences,  that would not be just. 
 
And so, there must be a day of reckoning.   
 
It’s a little bit like when little Johnny’s been very naughty.   
He’s: 
• disobeyed his mother;   
• been rude to his teacher; 
• stolen lollies from the corner store; 
• kicked the cat; 
• stuck chewing gum in his sister’s hair… 

And his mother is at her wit’s end.  What does she say? 
“You wait until your father gets home”… 
 
 
It seems like he’s gotten away with it, but there will be a time 
of reckoning, when his dad comes home. 
 
 
And for the moment, in this world, it seems like the evil are 
getting the upper hand, and they go unpunished… 
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Well, there will be a day of reckoning.  On the day that Jesus 
returns, He will be the judge.  And He will be absolutely 
fair/righteous…  There will be no courts of appeal, because 
when the Lord God almighty speaks, there is no error to be 
found in His judgment… 
 
 
So, Jesus will come back to judge…  But why the delay???  
I’m reminded of an image we see in Revelation 6, of the souls 
of those who have been slain for the Word of God, and the 
witness they have borne,,,   And they cry out to God, “How 
Long???  How long until You will judge and avenge our 
blood…”   
 
Our Lord has heard the cry of hundreds of millions of men, 
women and children – a cry for justice…  Why has The Lord 
not yet poured out His wrath on evil??? 
 
 
I’ll tell you why.  John 3:16 tells us why…  Not only is He a 
God of justice.  He is also a God of love…  And so Jesus came 
the first time, to make it possible that some, may escape 
condemnation…   
 
You see, if when Jesus came the first time, He came as judge 
on that day,,,  the whole world would have been condemned to 
hell…   
 
And so, on His first appearance:  17 … God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  
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And I want you to note the words “might be” 
 
 
You see, on the Day of Judgment, there will be a great 
separation… 
 
In the gospels, we are given several images of separation.  
And I personally find them easy to understand, because they 
are agricultural images…  And the separation, isn’t because of 
minor differences.  It’s because they are nothing alike. 
• sheep are separated from goats (goats are not sheep); 
• The wheat is separated from the weeds (weeds are not 

wheat); 
• The grain, is separated from the chaff (chaff is not 

grain)… 
 
Are you with me?  And so on the Day of Judgment, God isn’t 
going to be rubbing His big bearded chin, torn with a decision 
“Is this person a goody or a baddy?”…  There’s no complex 
decisions to be made.  It’s going to be simply, a separation… 
 
Like a header in the paddock at harvest time,  The header’s 
whole purpose, is to separate, grain from straw and chaff…  
And the farmer in his header isn’t going, “Oh, that poor little 
piece of chaff…  It was so close to being a grain…”  
 
 
On the Day of Judgment, the Lord Jesus will separate those 
who are already condemned, from those who are not 
condemned.  And if we find ourselves among the condemned, 
we cannot blame Jesus for condemning us…  Those who are 
condemned, are condemned because of their own rejection of 
the only Son of God… 
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“Failure to believe – Failure to be entrusting one’s self into 
Jesus”, is a serious offence.  God’s great saving act (of 
sending His Only Son), becomes a means of judgment, 
through the perverted unbelief of people. 
 
V18 Whoever is believing in him is not condemned, but 
whoever is not believing is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God.  
 
The more I’ve read this section of John, the more I’ve come to 
agree with the Commentaries I’ve also read,,,:   (We know that 
The Gospel of John was written, that we would believe)…   
And it becomes apparent, that the: 
• resurrection of Jesus;  
• miracles of Jesus; 
• teaching of Jesus; 
• Person of Jesus; 
• witness of Scripture; 
• prophecies about Jesus; 
• witness of the Apostles; 
• witness of the Saints – of the Christians you know,,, 

Through all of this, the Lord has revealed His glory, such that 
there is no excuse…  So that whoever is not believing is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. 
 
BUT:  our focus should be on the first bit  Whoever is 
believing in him is not condemned 
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16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever is believing in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  Will you believe??? 
 
How we respond to that question, determines what we are: 
• sheep / goats; 
• wheat / weeds; 
• grain / chaff… 

What we are, is determined by how we respond to Jesus.  The 
condemnation and the salvation, are already present and 
active.  And the Day of Judgment will come, and there will be 
a great separation… 
 
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever is believing in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 
 
Think on that for a moment.   
• Do you love that verse?   
• Does it give you joy?   
• Does it bring a smile to your lips?   
• Does it make you want to sing a song of praise???   

Of course it does, because I know I’m largely preaching to the 
choir, here… 
 
But sadly, those who entrust themselves to Jesus, are well in 
the minority. 
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This is the judgment, by which we are condemned – are you 
ready for it? 
V19 And this is the judgment:  the light has come into 
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil.   
 
That’s what it boils down to…  It’s not that we haven’t been 
given enough evidence to believe.  The Only Son of God has 
been revealed.  the light has come into the world …  
Why do so many, not entrust themselves into Jesus???  Well, 
it’s all tied back to Part A of this message from last week…  
(listen to last week’s message) 
 
To become a Christian – to entrust ourselves into Jesus, means 
we must be born again…  Born of the water and born of the 
spirit…  Born to a whole new life – leaving the old sinful self 
behind, and becoming a new creation in Christ Jesus…  
 
And for many, that’s a deal-breaker…  Be in no doubt.  To 
repent, isn’t just a change of mind.  It’s a change of life.   
 
 
You see, to become a Christian, we come to Christ, as the 
sinful people we are,,,  but do not expect to remain the same.  
That is not an option…  And if you or I want to hold on to our 
old sinful selves, we are not fit for the Kingdom…   
We come to Jesus: 
• broken, and ready for Him to restore us.   
• filthy, ready for Him to cleanse us;   
• evil, longing for Him to transform us, and to clothe us in 

His own righteousness… 
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And the closer we get to Jesus;  and the more we hang out 
with other Christians, the more we will become aware of the 
sin He is wanting to strip away… 
 
Light,,,  reveals… 
 
 
I’ve lived through a number of mouse plagues on the Downs…  
they are awful…  You walk into a farm shed at night, and turn 
on the light, and hundreds of mice scatter, running to get out 
of the light…  They don’t want their evil deeds to be seen… 
 
V20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 
 
 
A perverted heart, wants to hold on to the evil that it 
has/does/is…  And in spiritual darkness, they blend in – they 
don’t need feel ashamed…   
 
But in the light of the holiness of God, we cannot remain the 
same… 
 
And so, the separation of judgment is happening already.  
We’re given a picture here, of humans separating ourselves.  If 
judgment is separating wheat from chaff, the state of the 
person separates themselves – light from darkness… 
 
And we feel the effects of this separation, even now…  
 
One of the most difficult aspects of evangelism (for a 
Christian) is the longer one has been a Disciple of Jesus, the 
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more their friends are other Disciples of Jesus.  Christians 
love fellowship with other Christians…  Don’t be ashamed of 
it.  It’s a beautiful thing, but it makes it really hard for 
evangelism… 
 
And to make it even more difficult, those who reject Jesus, 
don’t want to hang out with His children…  We tend to make 
them uncomfortable.  They see the Light of Christ in you, and 
they separate themselves from the Light… 
 
 
V21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, 
so that it may be clearly seen that his works have 
been carried out in God.” 
 
Once again, there is something very active – currently active, 
about being a Christian…  The word “does”, is like the word 
“believes”.  It is a present;  active;  participle verb.  And the 
word “true” isn’t an adverb.  It is a noun, and it comes with its 
own definite article (the truth).   
 
So, it goes like this: 
21 But he who is doing the truth, comes to the light, 
so that it will become visible that his works have been 
achieved in God.” 
 
That’s deep…  he who is doing the truth, comes to the 
light 
 
Sadly, many will shut Jesus out,,,  but rejoice in this:  There 
are truth-seekers…   
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This is why we do what we do.  This is why we proclaim the 
Name of Jesus.  This is why we tell the world that Jesus is 
risen from the dead, and urge them, “Come to Him;  Believe 
in Him”… 
 
Because, there are truth-seekers…  he who is doing the 
truth, comes to the light 
 
You see, “truth” is not just a concept, or a way of thinking.  
It’s a way of life.…  “Truth” is something that Disciples of 
Jesus do… 
 
And when we get towards the end of John, we’re going to 
realise that “truth” is a person.  Jesus said “I am the truth”…  
We cannot “do truth” without “doing Jesus”,,,  because He is 
truth…   
 
 
We’re getting deep, aren’t we…  Of course we’re getting 
deep.  We’re in the Gospel of John… 
 
 
Righto…  We’ve gotten “spiritual”.  Now let’s get 
“practical”…  “doing truth” is held tightly together, with 
“works”…  If “truth” is something that Disciples of Jesus do, 
that means, it’s a way of life – it’s a Godly way of life…   
 
But righteous living, is not for our glory.  It is for the glory of 
God…  Living in the light, means everything we do – every 
good work of “doing the truth”, has been achieved in God. 
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If we have been born again, it is the Spirit of God living 
within us, Who is doing the good,,,  and so praise belongs to 
Him. 
 
 
Let me finish, by pulling it all back together. 
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever is believing in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  
18 Whoever is believing in him is not condemned, but 
whoever is not believing is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God.  
 
19 And this is the judgment:  
the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil.  20 For everyone who does wicked 
things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his works should be exposed.  21 But he who is 
doing the truth, comes to the light, so that it will 
become visible that his works have been achieved in 
God.” 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
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We thank You for Your Great Love. 
That You gave Your Only Son, 
that we might live. 
 
We believe. 
We entrust ourselves to You. 
 
We step into the Light, 
because we want all our evil stripped away, 
and because here in the Light, 
We long to do “the truth”. 
 
And we pray that: 
the good work You do 
by Your Holy Spirit, 
will be visible for all to see. 
 
To God be the glory, 
Amen. 
 
 


